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onel. Carnegie had met him in Altoona many years be-
fore. "I'd rather have 'Pipe* at a broken bridge than
any dozen men I know," said J. Edgar Thomson.
Piper was as great a mechanical genius in his line as
was Andrew Kloman in his. He held half a dozen patents
including a turn-table for locomotives, a draw-bridge
and an improved bridge post. The giant's trustful nature
and astonishing mechanical skill made him an ideal in-
strument for Carnegie. The latter proposed, through
expanding the Piper & Shiffler works into the Keystone <
Bridge Company, to furnish an outlet for the Union
Iron Mills. He was confident that the creative German,
Kloman, could learn to cast the bridge shapes and struc-
tures required by Keystone. Accordingly, it was ar-
ranged that the Union Mills were to sell material to the
new company at a discount.                                          ;
The Piper & Shiffler plant adjoined the Lower Union
Mill. Piper and Tom Carnegie saw a great deal of each
other. Soon the huge Piper grew to idolize likable little
Tom, following him around like a shaggy mastiff in the
wake of a terrier. The simple fellow took Tom Carne- I
gie's word as gospel. Once the Colonel noticed that the
customary discount from the Lower Mill's price card
had been replaced by the word "net" in the monthly
ML
"What does that mean, Thomas?" asked Piper.
"Oh, that? That's 'nit'," replied Tom, with serious
countenance but twinkling eyes. "It means that there
is nothing more that can be added/*
"Well, that's what I thought/* remarked Piper, com-
pletely satisfied. "I just wanted to make sure/*
On another occasion Bradstreet listed the Keystone
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